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Center Street Gives Wall Street a Run for the Money

Junior Achievement players learn lessons about cash, risk, and reward
El Segundo, CA 90245 – June 10, 2010 –  “Risk?!  What did I learn about risk?  I went to jail and lost two hundred dollars!”  Overheard on Wall Street?  Nope.  Eavesdropping at a 21-table in Las Vegas?  Guess again.  This indignant conversation was the result of a day-long Junior Achievement project at Center Street Elementary School on Friday, June 4, when volunteers descended upon grades 3, 4 and 5 to partner with students to teach them about financial literacy, the power of math, and the risks and rewards of careful and strategic planning.

Funded through a Boeing Grant to the El Segundo Education Foundation, which specifically supports the integration of science, technology and math in the curriculum, the Junior Achievement day was a perfect hands-on experience for children to learn about “real life” adventures in a fun, engaging way, culminating in the indignant reality of a young offender who risked much and paid the price.
Junior Achievement, “a worldwide organization dedicated to educating students about entrepreneurship, financial literacy and work readiness through experiential programs” helps prepare kids by putting money where the kids’ mouths are. They get the money and it’s up to them to decide how to spend it, as well as what to spend it on, with sometimes (as noted above) unexpected consequences. 

A tour through participating teachers’ rooms proved this is a project that delivers what it promises.  RaShell LeMay, Gina Saikley, Janet Read, Donna Scaltrito and Marianna Tuchscherer’s third grade classes were deeply involved investigating one of three themes of the day:  Our City.  Kids built blueprints of  a city, mapped out zoning areas, decided what businesses to build and support, how to spend their money, created newspapers to educate their citizenry, and even dreamed up marketing ads and jingles to support their enterprises.  Volunteer Tony Parascondola, who shepherded Janet Read’s class through the day, laughed with delight at the student presentation for “Pablo’s Pizza,” thrilled students thought to incorporate the World Wide Web into their marketing ventures.

Craig Gladous, Peggy Malpee and Christine Van Duzer’s fourth grade classes tackled “Our Region,” exploring the relationship between the natural, human, and capital resources found in different regions.   And all was not “jail and a two hundred dollar loss,” either.  Students popped out of their seats to excitedly share with their classmates as they reported profits in the thousands of dollars – while students assigned the position of bankers looked smugly on.
In fifth grade classes the area of exploration went from coast to coast as students in Adam Guy, Valerie Sandowicz, Ann Leonard and Cheryl Charney’s classes took on the task of  learning practical information about the need of businesses to meet the demands of the job market – with an emphasis on globalization as it relates to resources and careers.

Chante Griffin, Program Manager for Junior Achievement, who acted as liaison with Center Street for the day, was clearly thrilled at the display of raw talent on the campus.  “My hope was students would learn how math and economics play a role in entrepreneurship – plus how math and economics affect every aspect of our lives while enabling our kids to pursue any careers they choose.”  When asked if her hopes had been fulfilled, she said with a twinkle, “Let’s just say this has been a perfect day.”

Marisa Janicek, Principal of Center Street School was also clearly thrilled with the level of engagement of the kids.  “A HUGE special thanks to Kelly Watson who undertook masterminding this event and made it a reality.  And I really want to thank all the parent volunteers.  I know how hard it is to get away for a day and immerse oneself in a classroom, and I hope all the parents who volunteered their time found it as profoundly enjoyable, entertaining, and educational as I did!”  

So a special “shout out” to Joanne Palmer, Sharon Smith-Greenhalgh, Crista Binder, Tina Harrel, Gaby Imbriaco, Greg Gabel, Steve Odabashian, Chris Powell, Tony Parascondola, Maria Erland, Paulina Guzman, Kelly Watson, Carrie Hickert, Martin Lopez, Debra Tracy, Robert Villanueva, Alex Kaiser, Jeanie  Powell, and Clarie Tan-Ayaay – for lending a hand in forming the next generation of entrepreneurs.
Be afraid Wall Street.  Be very afraid.  This generation has learned their lessons well.
