Team of El Segundo Students Competes in Statewide Problem-Solving Tournament
April 7, 2010
For the third year in a row an El Segundo GATE team competed in the state tournament of Odyssey of the Mind.  After tying for second place in their category at the Los Angeles Basin regional competition in February with a small balsa-wood structure that could hold 94 pounds, the team of ESMS GATE students headed up to Northern California to go head-to-head with others like them from all over the state.  The competition, which took place on March 27, involved each team “performing” the solution to a long-term problem that they have been working on for months, and solving another “spontaneous” problem that they do on the spot.  Their long-term problem had both engineering and artistic aspects: in addition to the balsa-wood structure, they performed a skit with costumes, sets, and props, all created by the students themselves.  The spontaneous problems have the added challenge of thinking on your feet, but like this long-term problem they can also involve building something, using a set of given materials such as string and paper clips, and/or include more verbally-oriented tasks.  As is apparent here, Odyssey of the Mind is focused on creative problem-solving and teamwork --important skills for developing minds, and a complement to the standards-based curriculum of the classroom
Renee Hoover, a 2nd grade teacher at Center Street School who has been running the after-school GATE Odyssey of the Mind class for the last four years, coached the team, whose members are: Serafina Crannell, Kori Hess, Margaret Knoblock, Shawn Manouchehry, Stephanie Ruesler, Christopher Thoman, Kristen Virkler, and Jessica Zhou.  Hoover has now coached seven Odyssey of the Mind teams in all (one year with Rebecca Wright as co-coach), four of which have gone on to the state competition.  This year’s GATE class also included a second team that competed at the regional level, coming in third for their long-term problem, called Food Court. 
