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ESUSD Eagles' Nest Preschool Mural Enlivens Imagination
A family of new characters moves into the neighborhood

El Segundo, CA – March 8, 2010 – Preschool is a magical time in a child’s life, a time when the senses are alive like no other and every blade of grass demands serious contemplation.  So it’s small wonder El Segundo parents entrust their three and four-year-olds to the Eagles’ Nest Preschool to get not just stellar academic preparation to ensure they’re road-ready for kindergarten, but also to indulge  flights of fantasy and have creative fires stoked.  

So it was with great glee, curiosity and delight that the preschoolers witnessed the “coming alive” process of a two-tiered mural surrounding the tots’ playground – a mural that pops with color, vividly illustrates favorite children’s nursery rhymes, fairy tales and read aloud books – a living tableau to accompany the learning going on inside classrooms as well as the soaring imagination churning inside tiny minds.  

Mary Jo Gagliardi, Eagles’ Nest Preschool Parent Board President, was instrumental in getting the mural installed.  “This is my second year as president and I had definitely heard parents mention that there should be something we could do to add a little pizzazz to the kids’ playground,” she laughs.  “As thrilled as we are with the preschool program, we thought perhaps we could do something on our end to make the outside surroundings a little more exciting visually.”  The Parent Board, famous for its enthusiastic fund-raising efforts, focused their collective energies on their surroundings and soon came up with the direction they wanted to go.
Enter Dawn Von Flue, local muralist and ESUSD parent, who with her husband Neal runs the Von Flue Studio on Virginia Street in El Segundo. Their client base includes the City of Hermosa Beach, the Neptunian Club of Manhattan Beach and countless other happy individuals in the greater Los Angeles area who have commissioned the Von Flues to add a little something extra to their children’s bedrooms.  Dawn and Neal appreciate the value of murals, considering them one of the simplest ways to transform previously drab or ho-hum areas into something fresh and exciting.   Which is exactly what the stretch of plain grey cement wall and boring red brick surrounding the preschool playground demanded.
According to Gagliardi, “Working with Dawn was a delight.   She immediately understood what we were looking for and exceeded any and all expectations.”    Dawn sat and listened to parent ideas at a Parent Board meeting then quickly created sketches with their ideas in mind.  From there it was a quick hop, skip and jump before Neal and Dawn were busily at work – weather permitting.  Dawn laughs, “Of course we were ready to go right when the first heavy rains began to fall, but we didn’t let a little rain stop us.”  Between cloudbursts they sketched the outline of the mural – much to the delight of the preschool students who got to see the creative process unfurl before their eyes.

Mary Jo Niccolino, lead preschool instructor had nothing but praise for the project. “The mural looks fantastic. I love it! I have heard only positive feedback and it was so much fun watching the progress. The children loved it as they watched our playground come alive.”

Parent Board President Gagliardi also wanted to thank the local El Segundo Moms’ Club, who knew about the talent behind the Von Flue Studio and steered Gagliardi in the right direction. “It was excellent partnering with a local artist for the benefit of the preschool and community, it was a huge win/win for all!” she added happily.  “My kids love the characters and the themes, my son got a kick out of Humpty Dumpty – and my daughter is a big fan of Olivia. It’s just a fantastic job!”

