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Arena Student Scores London College Education

Joshua Echiribel flourishes via SoCalROC Fashion Design Program

El Segundo, CA – March 23, 2010 --  Dr. Bill Watkins introduced Joshua Byron Echiribel to the ESUSD Board of Education, presenting the young fashion design student with an albeit smaller stage than this young man has his sights set on.  As ESUSD’s representative to SoCalROC’s board, Dr. Watkins was so impressed at the level of talent the senior exhibited and the honor being bestowed upon him due to his hard work and talents in pursuing a career in the world of fashion that Dr. Watkins wanted to share Josh’s successes with not just the school board and community, but also to allow Josh to serve as an illustration to fellow students of all the incredible possibilities that exist just a few miles down the road in Torrance.

Starting in October of 2010, Josh will pursue his dream of fashion design as a student on scholarship in London at Instituto Marangoni, a fashion design college.  Josh has his heart set on following in the footsteps of such classic designers as “Chanel and Prada by traveling the world, searching for new ideas and new ways to make a person feel good about the things they wear, while at the same time creating art that expresses who I am.”

As to his SoCal ROC experience, Josh spoke of “waking up in the morning and looking forward to one thing, going to SoCal ROC and being free to be me in my fashion design class.”  Josh went on to explain that he’d waited 17 years to have the opportunity to express himself, learn valuable knowledge about his future career and have hands on experience toward his future successes.

Josh cited unflagging support from the staff at SoCal ROC, the development of many wonderful friendships, and knowledge that would last him a lifetime -- all outstanding selling points of the SoCalROC program.  Josh even went so far as to say that he considered SoCal ROC my “second mother” – profound accolades from an only child.  Incredibly self-aware at his luck of knowing at such a young age what it is he wanted to do with himself in life made it all the more amazing to imagine himself 10 years out in his career.  He credits SoCal ROC for “helping me feel and experience the reality of the everyday work ethic via the ESLRS or Expected Student Learning Results – templates to follow on my path to success, as well as strategies that keep me focused and constantly moving forward.” 
His personal favorite was the emphasis on “flexibility, resiliency, and perseverance, because to me, without these three things there’s no definition for a hard working person.  Without the help of the people at SoCal ROC, students wouldn’t have people telling them that they can be firefighters, doctors, and fashion designers.  Without them, especially in these tough economical times, a lot of us would be told we can’t.”  On that poignant note, Student School Board Representative Alicia Maples concurred with Josh’s experiences at SoCalROC, lauding all the classes and programs as a terrific opportunity available to all El Segundo High School students who reach out to avail themselves of this chance to experience and experiment with many different career paths while still high school students.
Traveling from the small community of El Segundo to the glittering cosmopolitan city of London certainly fulfills this student’s dream of leaping fully into the possibilities of life – and without SoCal ROC – perhaps a dream beyond Josh Echiribel’s reach.  
