Media Contact:

Janice Hickey

Assistant Superintendent

El Segundo Unified School District

641 Sheldon

El Segundo, CA 90245

310-615-2650 x 250

jhickey@esusd.k12.ca.us
ESUSD Summer Programs Potential Victim to $20 Billion State Deficit

Summer School Classes at Risk 

El Segundo, CA – January 8, 2010 – As news bleak enough to make Ebenezer Scrooge wince continues to roll out of Sacramento, El Segundo Unified School District Superintendent Dr. Geoff Yantz isn’t waiting to put on his green visor to take a good hard look at his district’s ledger – he’s got the books flipped open in an effort to get out in front of another year of budget news as welcome as lumps of coal in students’ stockings.

“Over the past two years, ESUSD has experienced a $5.2 million dollar reduction in on-going State revenue which is over a 21% cut in State funding.   We’ve utilized an extraordinary amount of one-time funds to balance the books this year including Federal Stimulus funds, reserves, and redirecting funds from textbooks, required retirement contributions, and deferred maintenance to the general fund.  The Federal Stimulus funds will not be available to bail us out next year.  This alone presents significant challenges to the district for the 2010-2011 school year.”

It’s not as though ESUSD has not been turning over every rock in an effort to conserve its finances and keep the district fiscally stable.  “The district has managed to decrease its annual energy costs by $65,000 or 13% by every single employee making a concerted effort.  Teachers, staff, parents, community members, every single entity has put its energy and resources into trying to figure out how to maintain the rigor and excellence El Segundo students deserve and demand,” Yantz added.   

“The El Segundo Educational Foundation has pulled out all the stops to ensure that we know we’re supported and that they understand how important their efforts are to our district.  We have renegotiated every contract possible with our vendors – and I am extraordinarily grateful to those who have acknowledged the dire straits school districts find themselves in and are stepping up to absorb some of the pain themselves.”

Yet without a snowball’s chance of balancing the books without either students or programs suffering, Dr. Yantz has his eye on programs offered in the warm summer months as a way to keep the educational fires burning next school year.

“Another area where we’re getting slammed is summer school funding.  State funding for summer school has been eliminated.  We just don’t get those dollars anymore, and to run the summer programs that we’ve done in the past costs ESUSD about $70,000.  The district can’t afford to offer unfunded programs anymore and we are having to look at other methods of offering courses during the summer.”

Many South Bay districts, from Manhattan Beach, to Torrance, to Palos Verdes, are also in the same bind financially, but they have long not had the added burden of financing summer sessions – an outside entity runs their summer programs.

Yantz reiterates that ESUSD is looking at every available resource to augment its coffers.  The previous warehouse property and office space known as 210 Penn now boasts  rent-paying tenants generating over $70,000 annually and the district is in the process of determining how best to generate revenue for its Imperial School property. 

“There really isn’t anything too trivial or too out-of-the-box to consider if we want to continue to be able to meet the needs of our students and make them competitive for the best jobs and colleges in the nation.  I believe our teachers and classified staff agree with us, and I anticipate that as we sit around the bargaining table this year that we’ll collectively take responsibility to help solve this all too real threat to our students.”  
